
2012 Cal Ripken Tournament Rules 

 

 

 1.       ALL players, managers & coaches must be in complete 

baseball uniforms, including the appropriate Cal Ripken or Babe 

Ruth patches.  There are NO EXCEPTIONS to this.  All umpires 

must also be properly attired and wearing the appropriate Babe 

Ruth patches. 

 2.       Only rostered personnel will be permitted in the dugout.  

Managers & coaches are limited to a maximum of three individuals 

(1 manager and 2 coaches).  No scorekeepers or dugout parents. 

 3.       Only the official Tournament baseballs as specified on pages 

17 of the Babe Ruth League, Inc. Rules & Regulations (aka the 

white book) are to be used.  These are the Rawlings BRO or 

RBRO labeled balls for 13-18 YO play and the Rawlings CAL or 

RCAL labeled ball for 8-12 YO. 

 4.       Home team will be determined by a coin flip conducted by 

the tournament director at least ½ hour prior to the start of the 

game.  The home team will take the 3
rd

 base dugout.  The visiting 

team may take the field for a ten minute warm-up 30 minutes prior 

to the start of the game.   The home team will have the subsequent 

ten minutes.  The final ten minutes are set aside for the player 

announcements, national anthem and umpire’s plate conference. 

 5.       Managers must present their Tournament Credentials book 

to the Tournament Director at team check-in as scheduled by the 

Tournament Director.  All required documentation (proof of age, 

coaches certifications, waivers, etc) must be in the tournament 

book at the time of check in.  The complete book will remain 

secured in the possession of the tournament director until such time 

as a team is eliminated or the conclusion of the tournament. 

 

 

 

 

 



 6.       ALL umpires utilized for district and state tournament play 

must be certified through the National Umpires Association (NUA) 

and the Virginia Babe Ruth Umpires Association (VBRUA) and 

display the appropriate patches on their uniforms.  A complete 

listing of all approved umpires is posted on the Virginia Babe Ruth 

website.  A minimum of two umpires are required for all District 

tournament games (you may opt for a 3
rd

 umpire for the 

championship game if you so desire).  Umpire fees are set under 

the VBRUA rate schedule posted on the Virginia Babe Ruth 

website. 

 7.       Pitching limitations are outlined in Section 0.06 on pages 10-

11 of the Babe Ruth League, Inc. Rules & Regulations (aka the 

white book).   It is the responsibility of the Tournament Director to 

maintain pitching records for all games played and to obtain the 

signatures of both managers at the conclusion of every game.  A 

copy of the required pitching chart is attached.  The balk rule as 

defined in the Babe Ruth League, Inc. Rules & Regulations (aka 

the white book) will apply in all age groups from Cal Ripken 

Majors (11-70 YO and 12-70 YO) and above.  There is no balk 

rule for the 9 YO and 10 YO tournaments. 

 8.       All tournament team must roster a minimum of 12 players 

and a maximum of 15 players (EXCEPTION: 16-18 YO may carry 

18 players). 

 9.       All district and state tournaments will utilize the ten run 

mercy rule (to be applied at the point where the game has been 

designated as official by rule). 

 10.   The host team will provide trophies for the district champion 

and runner-up. 

 11.   Teams must provide their line-ups using the official babe 

Ruth line-up cards.  Order these now as you will need to obtain 

them from Babe Ruth Headquarters. 

 12.   8 YO Rookies tournament rules are attached.  There are 

some special rules in place, so please make sure your managers are 

aware. 

 


